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I f  you would l ike to support
Saltbush Balnarr ing Beach by
donat ing or volunteer ing,
please contact us here :

E :  info@saltbushbb.org.au
P:  5983 1819

Saltbush,  Balnarr ing Beach acknowledges and pays respect to the Boon Wurrung/Bunurong people ,  the
tradit ional  custodians of these lands and waters .

Saltbush,  Balnarr ing Beach is  the trading name of Presentat ion Family Centre Inc ,  
ABN 83 121  768 426 Incorporated Associat ion Number A0040682L
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Welcome to the Summer Newsletter !  As we
ref lect  on the summer whir lwind at Saltbush,
we have been thr i l led to welcome almost 600
guests over th is  per iod,  and enjoy our School
Hol iday Program  and Youth Adventure
Program  (pg 4-5) .

There have been some s ignif icant staff ing
changes,  with the farewel l  of  CEO Rachel
Connor  after 10 years of involvement at
Saltbush.  The Board,  staff ,  and our guests wi l l
miss her great ly ,  and thank her for her
leadership and dedicat ion to Saltbush.  We
welcome our new CEO, Maree Feutri l l ,  and
are exci ted to watch her br i l l iant ideas and
exper ience shape Saltbush in the years to
come. Hear from our Co-Chairs and new CEO
on pg 14-15 .

Thank you to the many donors and
supporters over th is  season,  who have helped
us to improve the Saltbush service for our
summert ime guests .

Cassie Mi l ls
Communicat ions Coordinator
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Saltbush has had a very busy summer,  and i t  has been fantast ic meet ing and
welcoming our guests down to Balnarr ing Beach for a break.  We have seen
guests who have been coming to Saltbush for years ,  and others who enjoyed
their  f i rst  stay th is summer.  Read below about the guests that come to
Saltbush,  and why i t  is  valuable to them.

Why do our guests come to Saltbush?

139
affected by

disability

45
carers for
loved ones

69
affected by

mental ill health

18
refugee and

asylum seeker
families

78
experiencing

financial
challenges

Other 3

Self Funded (Non-Healthcare Card) 11

Community Groups 8

Accommodation Fund 8
Community Service Organisations 42

NDIS 33

Self Funded (Healthcare Card) 28

How were bookings funded?

Who stayed at Saltbush this summer?

595
guests

62%
women
and girls

210
children

385
adults
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Why is a holiday at Saltbush valuable to you?

“The chi ldren had such a memorable week with al l  the act iv i t ies and
making new fr iends !  They al l  got along real ly nicely which was an

unexpected treat for us .  They part icular ly loved the surf ing act iv i ty ,
which left  such a posit ive impact on them.”

What did you enjoy about your stay at Saltbush?

“We [were] s imply overwhelmed by [Saltbush’s] hospital i ty and
kindness . . .  we have had one of the most wonderful  hol idays away to

remember . ”

“[As a refugee family] ,  i t  is  7 years s ince we have been able to have a
few days break.  Our days here were a wonderful  c ircui t  breaker dur ing

a tough family s i tuat ion. ”

“We were beyond exhausted emotional ly and needed t ime to recharge
and bui ld up for the coming year . ”

“We are support ing our son through a per iod of very poor mental
health and i t ’s  exhaust ing.  We are also rais ing our grandchi ld and don’t
have the means to be able to afford hol idays .  I t  was invigorat ing to be

away,  especial ly in such a beaut i fu l  locat ion. ”

“ I  have a daughter with Leukaemia.  I  enjoy a stay at Saltbush to
recharge my batter ies and spend t ime relaxing with my fr iends in a

great environment . ”

“After 8 years of no hol idays [and] years of being completely
control led,  the k ids and I  needed a fresh start .  We def in i te ly got i t  at

Saltbush. ”
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Summer School Hol iday Program:
Spotl ighting our Faci l i tators
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Our Summer Program this year highl ighted to
Saltbush the importance of our incredible faci l i tators
and volunteers ,  without whom we could not achieve
such successful  school  hol iday programs.  This
summer,  we welcomed 26 chi ldren ranging from 3 to
17 years across our 2 weeks of act iv i t ies .  As a smal l
team of 3 staff ,  i t  was our fabulous faci l i tators ,
volunteers ,  and Board members who helped us run
these programs.  The long-t ime support  from the
Will iam Angl iss Charitable Trust  a l lows us to be
able to offer these programs for our guests dur ing
the school  hol idays .

Fantast ic mult id isc ipl inary art ist  Ingrid K Brooker
jo ined us each week for a session of wire bird
sculpt ing,  teaching us how to make lovely l i t t le birds
by squishing and twist ing and manipulat ing the
beaut i fu l ly coloured wires .  This tact i le act iv i ty was a
favouri te for both k ids and grown ups al ike ,  as we
al l  tr ied a new chal lenge and watched our bundles
of wire come al ive into t iny l i t t le birds ,  each with
their  own character .  I t  was such a pleasure to have
Ingr id back at Saltbush,  who f i rst  became involved
with Saltbush through join ing our Art ist  in Residence
program in 2022.  

In keeping with our art  theme this program, we also
welcomed local  art ist  Hannah Lewis ,  who led us
through the creat ion of our own bunt ings ,  us ing
items found in the Saltbush Wi lderness and
surrounding beaches and natural  areas .  We chose
from a beaut i fu l  array of leaves ,  shel ls ,  feathers ,
st icks ,  f lowers ,  and seeds to create these hand-
drawn bunt ings .  We love when our act iv i t ies
incorporate connect ion to nature in creat ive ways,
and when our fami l ies can take home their
creat ions !

cont inued . . .
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. . .  cont inued . . .

For the fami l ies in our f i rst  week of act iv i t ies ,  there were also t ickets to
Enchanted Adventures  in Arthurs Seat ,  which is  a favour i te act iv i ty for
Saltbush guests ,  and a way for some f i rst  t ime Saltbush v is i tors to exper ience
some of the fun on offer on the Mornington Peninsula ,  and to have access to
an exper ience they might not otherwise have a chance to enjoy.

In our second week,  along with another wire bird sculpt ing session with Ingr id ,
we invi ted another creat ive local ,  Cath de Boise ,  to meet our guests and help
us create hand-pr inted bags and our own woven God’s eyes or “Ojo de Dios” .
These act iv i t ies are always such a fun way to watch the personal  creat iv i ty of
each part ic ipant come through in their  work ,  where no one piece of art  wi l l
look the same as any other .

This week,  our fami l ies went down to Pt Leo Beach for a surf  lesson with the
fantast ic team at East Coast Surf School ,  led by Prue.  We were so lucky to
get some perfect warm weather for our session,  and i t  is  always such a
special  day watching kids to get out of their  comfort  zone and try something
new, and feel  accompl ished when they f ind they can do i t !

For our summer program, we have been grateful  to col laborate with these
faci l i tators ,  and to be jo ined by both long-t ime and brand new volunteers .
The support ,  care and compassion shown by our volunteers real ly represents
the core spir i t  we try to achieve dur ing our school  hol iday programs.  Thank
you to Phi l  and Maureen Steele ,  Minna Loft ,  Keeley Reade ,  Katy Henley ,
Suzanne Armstrong ,  Trish Hurley  and Lucy Wil l is .  We also thank the Will iam
Angliss Charitable Trust  for their  support  of  our school  hol iday programs.

Of course,  we thank the fami l ies at  Saltbush th is summer program for coming
along to our act iv i t ies and br inging the energy and excitement that makes
the Saltbush programs so much fun to be part  of !  We look forward to
welcoming our next group of program part ic ipants in our Autumn School
Hol iday Program!

FEBRUARY 2024

GUEST EXPERIENCE
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Donation from Kilbreda College
Thank you to the students and famil ies of Kilbreda Col lege  in Mentone
for their  generous donat ion to Saltbush from their  2023 “Walk for a
Cause” fundrais ing act iv i ty ,  part  of  Ki lbreda’s annual  Br igidine Day
celebrat ion.  The students of Ki lbreda raised an amazing $9000.00 for
Saltbush,  which was incredibly helpful  in our housing upgrades over the
summer,  including new bed l inen,  k i tchen i tems and lock upgrades,  and
for our Summer School  Hol iday Program. We are so thankful  to be the
chosen chari ty at  th is  event .
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MP Shire Cl imate Action Grant 

Saltbush has grateful ly received
funding from the  Mornington
Peninsula Shire Cl imate Action
Grant ,  and to cont inue our project of
increasing solar panels on the
Saltbush houses .  We were able to
double our solar panels on House 3 ,
which wi l l  have a s ignif icant impact
on reducing both carbon emissions
and electr ic i ty costs .  Thank you to
the Mornington Peninsula Shire for
the support  for th is  necessary
project .

 Donation for Upcoming Capital Works Projects

We are incredibly fortunate to have long-term relat ionships with our
generous donors and supporters .  We thank an Anonymous donor  for their
contr ibut ion to our Saltbush Open Day and for bui ld ing drawings for future
capital  improvements .
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Will iam Angliss Charitable
Fund 
The Will iam Angl iss Charitable Trust
have been a wonderful  support  to
Saltbush and the school  hol iday
programs we del iver .  Thanks to their
contr ibut ion,  we have been able to
run 5 weeks of school  hol iday
programs every year ,  enjoyed by 96
kids and 61 adults in the last  year .

Fl inders Probus
The Fl inders Probus  have generously donated
hol iday gif ts for our Saltbush guests for the
third year running!  These gif ts have been
thoughtful ly provided for a range of our
guests ,  from toys for young chi ldren,  books
and games for our older k ids ,  to lovely
candles ,  creams and other gif ts  for our adults .
Thank you to everyone at the  Fl inders Probus
for th is  donat ion,  which helps to make our
guests stay at Saltbush extra special  in the
summer hol iday season.

 St Marks Op Shop Balnarring
St Marks Op Shop  in Balnarr ing have kindly
donated a var iety of k i tchenware i tems to
restock our houses .  We are always in need
of i tems to improve our k i tchen suppl ies ,  so
this donat ion is  very welcome!  Thank you
very much to St  Marks Op Shop!
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Holiday Food Packs
We were able to f i l l  our houses with addit ional  food packs al l  summer
thanks to the combined efforts of St Mary’s Hastings ,  St Brendans
Somervi l le ,  and St Joseph’s Crib Point ,  organised through St Vincent
de Paul Hastings Chapter .  We are grateful  for the community support
that is  fostered through these schools and St Vinnies .  We also thank the
Social  Just ice Team  from St Josephs for coming down and del iver ing
their  own food packs to share with our guests .  

Trailer donation
We are so thr i l led to receive a very
handy trai ler  from Saltbush Board Co-
Chair  and supporter Charles Reis .  Our
very large s i te is  always in the process of
a garden and landscape t idy up,  from the
fantast ic community service days
attended by schools al l  over Victor ia ,  to
the Saltbush staff  popping into the
garden for some pruning.  Now, we have
our own means to move and discard our
green waste .  Thank you Charles ,  th is  is  a
game changer !
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Fl inders General Store
The wonderful  res idents of Fl inders have kindly donated food hampers
this summer season,  supported by Fl inders General Store  and
organised by Keeley Reade .  We are grateful  for the community
col laborat ion and know our guests have enjoyed these goods!



We are so pleased to have fostered a wonderful  re lat ionship with the
students of Ave House  at  Star of the Sea Col lege ,  who are the
sponsors of Saltbush House 4 and regular ly v is i t  Balnarr ing Beach for
community work .  We s incerely thank them for their  donat ion of funds
raised by the students of Ave House in Term 4 2023,  and look forward
to seeing them again at Saltbush in 2024!

THANK YOU FROM SALTBUSH

FEBRUARY 2024

Star of the Sea College: Ave House

Summer Garden Volunteers
A very big thank you to the Wi l l is  fami ly ,  Simon ,  Jack and Lucy ,  for
their  help th is summer in the Saltbush gardens.  This wet summer has
our gardens thr iv ing,  so i t  was incredibly valuable to have ongoing
gardening support  to help us manage!  We were also able to t ick off
some important gardening tasks ,  l ike tr imming back bushes and
shrubs,  deadheading agapanthus ,  and removing invasive tree
sapl ings .  Thank you to the Wi l l is  team!
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Magazine donation
We are grateful  for the anonymous donat ions of magazines for our
houses .  These travel  and l i festyle magazines are in excel lent qual i ty
can now be enjoyed by guests who come to Saltbush,  and also
contr ibute to a c ircular economy, where the magazines have a new l i fe
and are not wasted.  Thank you Susan Beanland  for del iver ing these to
Saltbush.

Tree Planting with Mornington Peninsula
Koala Conservation

We are grateful  to have had donated some beaut i fu l  Coastal  Manna
Gum and Narrow Leaf Peppermint sapl ings ,  courtesy of L isa from the
Mornington Peninsula Koala Conservation Group .  These trees help to
provide food and habitat  for the the koalas found around Balnarr ing,
and often in the trees at Saltbush!  Thank you to Bel inda from the MPKC
for helping us plant these by the koala br idge.

THANK YOU FROM SALTBUSH

GiveNow Donations
Our GiveNow donat ion platform is l ive on our website ,  and we are very
thankful  to those that donate to Saltbush,  e i ther with a one-t ime
donat ion or ongoing donat ions .  These contr ibut ions help us to support
fami l ies and indiv iduals in need of a break.  
F ind our support  page here .
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Introducing: Friends of Saltbush

Our inaugural  Saltbush Open Day was a terr i f ic  day to meet members
of the community ,  showcase our houses and gardens,  and share the
Saltbush story .  We had about 70 people come along,  and saw old and
new faces al ike ,  including our generous community donors and
supporters ,  long-t ime and incoming volunteers ,  past Board members ,
Presentat ion Sisters ,  and our neighbours in the community .  The Red Hi l l
Scouts  generously served fresh hand-made scones al l  morning.  Thank
you to everyone who came along,  gave a donat ion,  bought a Saltbush
hat or bag,  and showed their  support  for the work we do.  We look
forward to host ing our next one!

We are exci ted to launch the Fr iend of Saltbush regular giv ing program!
For over 30 years ,  Saltbush has provided accommodation,  retreats and
programs to people l iv ing with chal lenging c ircumstances .  Over 70% of
our guests would not be able to access a hol iday or program without
our service ,
We aim to keep our costs very low,  so that we are accessible to those
on a low income or with l imited or no access to funding.
Saltbush is  a lean operat ion with a smal l  number of paid staff .  To
cont inue to provide our service and maintain low fees ,  we rely on
people support ing our service through volunteer ing or giv ing.  

I f  you would l ike to become a Fr iend of Saltbush through monthly
giv ing of any amount ,  v is i t  our Fr iend of Saltbush  page.

1 1

https://saltbushbalnarringbeach.org.au/friend-of-saltbush/
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Padua College Volunteering
2023 was wrapped up with a v is i t  from six teachers across the Padua
College  campuses,  who spent the afternoon f ix ing up the f i re pi t  chairs
with a few coats of oi l .  The chairs have gone from looking dul l  to
showing their  beaut i fu l  deep red-brown colour .  Padua Col lege teachers
have completed community work at Saltbush each December for 2
years now, and we thank them for their  support !
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Visit  to the Presentation Sisters
Newly appointed CEO Maree
Feutr i l l  and Saltbush Co-Chairs
Phi l l ip Steele and Charles Reis
were off  to St  Ki lda th is month to
meet with the Presentation Sisters
Victoria .  I t  was an excel lent
opportunity for our new CEO to
meet with the founders of
Saltbush,  Balnarr ing Beach,  and to
discuss the upcoming 2024
Saltbush Object ives ,  ensur ing they
cont inue to al ign with the or iginal
v is ion and miss ion of the
Presentat ion Sisters ,  establ ished
over 30 years ago.
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WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING

Saltbush AGM and Annual Report

Saltbush,  Balnarr ing Beach hosted their  AGM in November 2023,  and
the 2022-23 Annual Report  is  avai lable on our website .  I t ’s  always a
great opportunity to ref lect  on the year at Saltbush,  and we thank
every person and group who attended Saltbush,  donated,  volunteered,
or supported us in the 2022-23 Financial  Year .  

Phi l l ip Steele was k indly invi ted to talk about the
work of Saltbush Balnarr ing Beach at the 2023
Annual General  Meet ing of the Monash Waverley
Community Information and Support .  The
meet ing was wel l  attended by over 40 people who
were interested to learn more about Saltbush and
its important work .  Phi l  had many quest ions and
handed out many Saltbush brochures .

Monash Waverly CIS
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Expressions of Interest:  Weekly Volunteer
Gardening Group
Saltbush is  establ ishing a weekly volunteer group,  who can come
together for a morning of gardening or other tasks ,  fol lowed by
morning tea.  We hope to create a team with var ious interests and
strengths ,  so that volunteers can engage in act iv i t ies that they enjoy,
whi le providing much-needed support  to Saltbush.
I f  you are interested in learning more,  please emai l  the team at
info@saltbushbb.org.au.  
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During January,  the Saltbush Board has made some major staff ing
changes as our much-loved CEO Rachel  Connor decided to resign from
Saltbush due to changed personal  c ircumstances .  

Rachel  has been involved at Saltbush for over 10 years ,  beginning as a
volunteer ,  then becoming a Board Member ,  the Board Chairperson,  the
General  Manager and more recent ly the CEO. Rachel  has always had a
special  place in her heart  for Saltbush and we wi l l  miss her great ly .

Rachel  has played a pivotal  role in transforming Saltbush into a
modern,  professional ly run,  sustainable and community engaged NFP
chari ty .   

We have al l  seen major improvements at Saltbush over the last  few
years ,  that bui ld on the wonderful  work done in the previous 30 years .   
The new name Saltbush Balnarr ing Beach,  the new website and social
media presence,  new and improved programs for guests ,  measurement
of our social  impact ,  improved business processes ,  new pol ic ies ,  the s i te
Master Plan,  the Foundat ion Fund and the Accommodation Fund.   
Rachel  has also establ ished and led a car ing,  capable ,  and proact ive
staff  team that is  committed to our miss ion.  

The Board s incerely thanks Rachel  for her outstanding contr ibut ion to
Saltbush and wishes her every success for the future .

Cont inued . . .

MESSAGE FROM THE CO-CHAIRS
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The Board is  very exci ted to welcome Maree Feutr i l l  as our new CEO.  
Maree commenced in January and has recent ly returned from a per iod
of four years in a senior leadership role working alongside First  Nat ions
people in preventat ive health programs in remote communit ies across
the Northern Terr i tory .  

Maree has extensive leadership exper ience in the Camping and Outdoor
Educat ion sector in Victor ia and internat ional ly and is  passionate about
creat ing inclus ive opportunit ies for people from diverse backgrounds to
gain the health benef i ts  from being outdoors ,  immersed in nature .   
Al though she has only been with us a short  t ime,  Maree has already
been able to use her wisdom, knowledge,  sk i l ls  and professional
connect ions to create many opportunit ies for Saltbush.  

The Board warmly welcomes Maree and looks forward to working with
her in future to further develop Saltbush whi lst  ensur ing i t  remains a
place of warmth,  welcome, peace and safety for our guests .

Charles Reis & Phi l  Steele

FEBRUARY 2024

CEO COMMENTS

and the dedicat ion of count less people
over the past 35 years .  

Together with the broad community of
Saltbush volunteers and staff ,  I  look
forward to cont inuing Rachels work ,  in
strengthening the organisat ion and
creat ing opportunit ies for more people to
gain access to a restorat ive break here on
beaut i fu l  Bunurong country .

Maree

Dear Fr iends,

I ’m honoured and humbled to jo in Saltbush Balnarr ing Beach and
sincerely thank the board,  staff ,  volunteers ,  Presentat ion Sisters ,  Ki ldare
Ministr ies and the local  community for a very warm welcome.   I t  is
inspir ing to learn the or igins of Saltbush and the many l ives that have
been posit ively impacted through the v is ion of the Presentat ion Sisters


